Bribie Island Retreat and
Recreation Centre
Information & Booking Pack

Where the Beach meets the Bush….nestle your group into brand new facilities, set in a
natural landscape just a short stroll from Woorim Beach. If a picture perfect location, sound
of breaking waves, fresh sea air, alluring cabin-style accommodation, range of entertaining
activities, and scrumptious food are on your list……………. then look no further.

Bribie Island Retreat and Recreation Centre is an activity of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of Australia
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WELCOME
Welcome to the Bribie Island Retreat and Recreation Centre on Bribie Island, Queensland.
Our site transports you back to our homeland of Greece. The white church perched on the
hilltop, the sweet scent of the surrounding native bushland and the backdrop of the crystal
clear, deep blue Pacific Ocean takes you back to island memories of a past era.
Approximately forty years ago a man called Eleftherios Canellos (bottom of page) known as
Tom Lemnos from the island of Limnos, had a dream about dedicating a monastery to the
Panagia, to be built by the sea. The late Tom Lemnos passed away in Brisbane on 29th May
1971 and under his will, he left his major asset, a property at Wellington Point to the Greek
Orthodox Church. The location of the property was not suitable for the fulfilment of Tom's
dream. As such, under direction from the trustees, the property was subsequently sold and
the funds held in trust, to be used for the purpose of a youth retreat and recreation centre.
In response to a request from the Steering Committee, the Queensland Government
granted a Crown lease of about 5Ha of land at Woorim, Bribie Island to the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese. The 12 acres (5 Hectares) of native bushland is only 100 metres from the
beach on Bribie Island, one hour's drive north of Brisbane via the Bruce Highway. It is fully
accessible by sealed road from Brisbane and is connected to the mainland by a one
kilometre bridge. The passage of water separating Bribie Island and the mainland is known
as the Pumicestone Passage, an ecological sanctuary.
The funds held in trust from the late Tom Lemnos Estate, and in 2002 were used to fund the
infrastructure requirements and Stage One - to build a Church dedicated to Panagia and an
amenities block – toilets /storage & Food Preparation facility. Stage Two commenced in
2010 with the construction of the caretaker's residence "Kastellorizo House", generously
donated by the Kastellorizian Association of Queensland. In 2012 a request by His
Eminence, Archbishop Stylianos, was successful in securing a Federal Government grant of
$1.9 million to complete Stage Two. The grant covered the construction of the remaining 7
modern self-contained accommodation cabins, spacious community hall / auditorium, car
parking, covered walkways and a coach set down area.
The youth of today are our leaders of tomorrow, and the Bribie Island Retreat and
Recreation Centre is focussed on nurturing this precious resource. We aim to enhance the
spiritual, physical, cultural and intellectual development of young people throughout
Australia. It is also intended that the Centre will grow to support the social, cultural,
recreational and educational needs of the wider community.
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FACILITIES
The camp has been sensitively designed to minimize its footprint on the island
environment. The planners and architects have envisioned a facility more than a
youth camp. Through ingenious design and planning the accommodation cabins are
suitable for families, seniors and special needs groups when not booked by schools
and other youth groups. By taking advantage of the natural, subtropical island
setting, the Bribie Island Retreat and Recreation Centre will benefit generations of
young people from throughout Australia as they mature and develop into the
community builders and leaders of the future.
Tell me more…..












Car parking and a coach set down area to Church, Amenities Block, Cabins and
Auditorium, which is fully wheelchair accessible.
An elevated, covered walkway connecting all cabins and the Auditorium.
7 modern cabins, each with toilet & shower; 1 Cabin is designed to be fully compliant
for wheelchair access. 1 Cabin has been assigned as a Group Leader’s cabin &
includes kitchenette & dining space.
Church dedicated to Panagia Theotokos.
Separate Amenities block – Male, Female and Wheelchair accessible Toilets + 6
Showers, ideal for large groups / campers.
A spacious dining and conference Hall / Auditorium which can accommodate up to
200 people with a fully equipped kitchen, dry store, cold room and toilets.
AV Facility in Auditorium includes Projector and Large Screen, remote access
keyboard & mouse to the screen, excellent for general display or running a
Conference. An 8m x 3m stage can also be set up (additional charge may apply).
Tent camp sites.
Commercial Laundry facilities available (coin operated).
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ACCOMMODATION
New, clean, affordable and comfortable accommodation awaits your group at the Bribie
Island Retreat and Recreation Centre in an island bush setting.
There are 7 cabins available in total, 6 of which can accommodate up to 8 persons; note also
that one of these cabins is set up to be compliant for people with a disability (PWD). Each
cabin is set up with four double bunks, toilet, shower and wash basin amenities. The 7th
cabin, generally recommended for Group Leaders, sleeps 6 persons. Our standard capacity
is for 54 people in Cabins, or up to 67 with temporary bedding included. We can also
supplement the Cabins with Camping (including Hire or BYO equipment) for larger groups
up to 200 people. Accommodation is costed at $33 per person / night (Note minimum
numbers apply).
North Wing

PWD Amenities

Kitchenette in Leader’s Room

South Wing

Spacious Cabin

Cabin Storage

Single Beds – Leader’s Room
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CATERING – The Choice is Yours!

Catering – Save the hassle and be prepared to be treated with nutritious and delicious meals
prepared & delivered by At Your Service Gourmet Catering, who have been operating in
Queensland since 1998. You can rest assured that staff will arrive on time and serve your
guests with respect and care. All food is prepared fresh daily in our licensed commercial
kitchen where we follow food safety standards.

We cater for special dietary needs

including gluten free, vegetarian and halal. We have worked through and adapted our menus
so that the majority of our range is gluten free. We can provide you with a list of options for
each meal at a set price, from Breakfast through to Dessert and everything in between. Our
pricing information is provided in the table below (GST inclusive).
Prices until
December 2018
Breakfast
Morning Tea
Lunch
Afternoon Tea
Dinner
Dessert

All Ages (contact us if under 5 years to discuss)
Note minimum charge of 20 people / meal
$12.50
Cost Included with Breakfast
$12.50
Cost Included with Lunch
$12.50
Cost Included with Dinner

Self-Catering – Prefer to do it yourself..? You are more than welcome to utilise our Kitchen
facilities to prepare your own food for the group. This includes access to barbeques, oven, 6
burner cooktop, large cold room, deep freezer, food preparation and cooking equipment.
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ACTIVITIES
RETREAT BASED ACTIVITIES
Group Activities
Challenge for supremacy of the range of activities available for your group including:
Darts, Table Tennis, Volleyball, Basketball, Soccer
Football, Badminton, Frisbee, Cricket & more..

Ceiling Projector and Large Screen in the Auditorium
Need to relax after an exciting day of activities? Or if you are looking to run a Conference?
With access to Digital TV or other educational based documentaries, this is an engaging
medium for your group to relax or learn.
Auditorium including Stage and Seating
Do you have any budding performers in your group? With the capacity to seat 200 people,
there’s plenty of room for whatever you can think of? Assign your groups a challenge and
enjoy the show………perhaps music, drama, dance or a comedy night.

Campfire
An old fashioned favourite for all ages, relax under the stars with your group around the
Campfire. Share some stories, play some music, and don’t forget the marshmallows!!
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OFF-SITE ACTIVITIES CLOSE TO THE CENTRE

Beach Activities (Land & Water based)
Location, Location, Location – you are only 500 metres away from a patrolled ocean Beach.
Land Based activities
Load up with games and take the 6 minute stroll to your own beach paradise. Relax on the
sand and read a book, or for the more energetic, throw a Frisbee, fly a kite or develop some
teamwork (and healthy competition) with a game of ‘Tug of War’, Flags Run, Beach
Volleyball, Cricket, Touch Football or Soccer. And that’s all before you even step a toe in the
water!!
Water Based activities
The BeachSafe website is brought to you by Surf Life Saving Australia and provides the
following synopsis about Woorim Beach:
Moreton Island lies 15 km due east of Woorim, with the waters in between forming the wide, shoal
dominated entrance to Moreton Bay. Moreton Island protects Bribie Island from most southerly
swell, resulting in waves averaging 0.5 to 1 m along Woorim beach. These usually produce a narrow
high tide beach with a continuous attached bar exposed at low tide. Rip channels are usually absent
at Woorim and only form during and following waves greater than 1 m. However southerly winds
can produce a strong current running to the north. Woorim is a relatively safe beach, particularly
under normal low waves. Be careful when waves exceed 1 m as they can produce a heavy
shorebreak, rips and a drag along the beach.

Woorim Beach is patrolled from Monday – Friday, 9am – 5pm by the Australian Lifeguard
Service, and from 7:30am – 5pm on Saturday & Sunday by Bribie Island Surf Lifesaving Club.

Surf School
If you would like to take the adventure to the next level, why not learn to Surf or Stand Up
Paddleboard! Local providers deliver a range of packages suitable for your group and we
can help to organise this as part of your booking.
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Bribie Twin Theatre
Need to take things down a little, whilst still keeping everyone entertained. The Bribie Twin
Theatre is only 3.1km away from the camp, (5 minute drive). See the latest movies in Digital
3D, screened in comfortable air-conditioned cinemas.

Bribie Island Aquatic and Leisure Centre
If your group has an insatiable thirst for water based activities, and you still want more, the
Bribie Island Aquatic and Leisure Centre is only 4.6km away from the Retreat (6 minute
drive). The Centre boasts a 25m heated lap and a heated indoor pool, adventure swim area,
spa, children’s playground, free barbeques and covered shelters.

Bribie Island Seaside Museum
Ok so I think fun activities are well covered, but how about some education & history whilst
still having fun. Not far from the Retreat, 5.6km (6 minute drive) the Bribie Island Seaside
Museum is a contemporary museum of history. Nestled in a parkland setting, it enjoys
scenic views over the glimmering waters of the Pumicestone Passage in Moreton Bay.
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Lions Park in Woorim
Just a short stroll down the road (in the same area as patrolled beach), is the Lions Park,
which has toilet facilities and water fountains. The playground is fenced and is on a rubber
base. Shady trees shelter parts of the playground during the day. Tables and electric
barbeques are available, as well as bench seating scattered throughout the park.

Ferryman Cruises
Get out there on the water and see Bribie Island from a whole new perspective. The
Coordinator at Bribie Retreat can help to arrange this very popular activity which can be
tailored according to your needs.

Bush Walking
Time to get back to nature and learn about the local history and environment, then we can
help with that too.
The Banksia, Palm Grove and Melaleuca Bicentennial bushwalks begin near the community
arts centre on Sunderland Drive, Banksia Beach (8.8km from the Retreat, or 13 minute
drive). Walk through eucalypt forests, paperbark wetlands and wallum heathlands.
Rainbow bee-eaters, red-backed wrens and eastern yellow robins are some of the colourful
birds you may encounter. The trek is measured at 3.8km return (allow 1 hour).

Fishing
A fishing spot is never far away on Bribie Island. One of the popular areas to fish is from the
calm side into Pumicestone Passage at Bongaree Jetty (or along the beach also). This area is
only 5.6km (6 minute drive) away from the Retreat. The Jetty is also surrounded by bait &
tackle shops, local eateries and ice cream vendors, children’s playground, covered seating
areas, barbeque facilities and plenty of space to relax and enjoy your day.
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Bribie Island Recreation Reserve
For the people who just can’t get enough sport in your group, the Bribie Island Recreation
Reserve includes fields and sporting associations including Rugby League, Touch Football,
Cricket, Australian Rules Football, Soccer, Netball and Karate. The Reserve is only 3.1km
away from the camp, (5 minute drive).
Kayak Tours and / or Bike Hire
If you would like to undertake a kayak tour, or just have a play around in the calm waters of
the Pumicestone Passage on a kayak, we can assist with arranging this activity with local
providers on the Island. Or, if you would like to hire a bike and explore the Island, which just
happens to be very well set up with bike paths, we can also assist in this endeavour.

Abbey Museum of Art & Archaeology
This gem can be found just off Bribie Island – a short drive away from the Retreat (22km –
25min). The Abbey Museum educates the young and old as they journey through the
centuries from prehistoric hunters, the age of bronze and gold, Rome's iron legions, fierce
Saxon and Viking invaders, plague-ridden towns, knights and manors, the clash between
church and state, Europe's golden age of Renaissance, the Industrial Revolution and distant
empires. And that is just Western history. See why scholars and students chase history at
the Abbey.
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Indigenous Culture
Aboriginal history is 60,000 years old, the oldest culture in the world. This is an informative
cultural education program based on Gubbi local history & creation stories. The program
can be tailored to your group to include a presentation, demonstration and activities
including Gubbi language, traditional song and dance, with didgeridoo presentation
(students will be able to participate & learn some animal imitation dance), artefact display
and presentation (with traditional fire lighting & boomerang throwing if conditions / space
permits), hunting and gathering, living following the seasons & fire stick farming.
Zumba or Drumming Workshop
If you love latin grooves, or just want to have fun & expend some energy, why not try a
Zumba class with Kellie… Zumba fitness offers a ‘feel good’ approach to exercise in a
positive environment.

Mobile Adventure Activities
If your adrenaline is still running high in the group, we can also assist to arrange a provider
to visit our site to provide a range of adventure based group activities, including Archery,
Inflatable Obstacle course, Rock Wall Climbing, High Ropes (off the Climbing Wall) Nature
Workshop, Bush Craft, GPS / Navigation and other Team Based games.
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MAP OF LOCAL AREA

We are here! 2-12
Third Avenue, Woorim

© OpenStreetMap contributors

Local area map

South East Queensland area map
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WHAT SHOULD WE BRING?
Clothing
o Ensure you have sufficient clothing for the duration of your stay (due to our
proximity to the coastline we suggest to pack both cool and warm weather clothing)
o Underwear & Socks for each day
o Pyjamas
o Swimming costume, swimming shirt & board shorts
o Thongs for Shower
o Closed-in shoes (Sneakers / Sandshoes ideal)
Safety Items
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Insect repellent
Raincoat
Umbrella
Wide Brim Hat
Sunscreen
Torch + Batteries
Water bottle

Personal Hygiene & Medical items
o
o
o
o
o

Garbage bags for dirty laundry & wet items
Toilet bag with soap, toothbrush, toothpaste, deodorant, brush & other as required
Bath towel
Beach towel
Medication & medical instructions, if relevant, please also ensure to advise your
Group Leader prior to your stay.

Sleeping
o Pillow with pillowcase
o Sleeping bag or sheets and blanket. Note that we only provide a mattress protector.
Group Leader
o
o
o
o
o
o

First Aid Kit, medication & medical information
Group list & medical forms for each attendee as required
White board markers, pens, pencils, paper
Spare hats, water bottles, garbage bags
Equipment & games if desired
Mobile phone & charger
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CONTACT US

We encourage you to contact us if you have any questions, or if you would like to discuss
any matters that can help us to facilitate a perfect time for your group.

You are also more than welcome to visit our site to take a tour, please just make contact via
email or phone to confirm a suitable time.

Coordinator: Matt Bender
Telephone: 07 3475 3000
Facsimile: 07 3410 0744
Mobile: 0419 509 935
Email: coordinator@gobribieisland.org
Address: 2 - 12, Third Avenue
Woorim QLD 4507

This Information Pack and associated forms can also be accessed via our Website
www.gobribieisland.org

Bribie Island Retreat and Recreation Centre is an activity of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of Australia

